NEWSLETTER
The (suernsey Blnd Assoctation

THE GUERNSEY BLIND CENTRE DECORATED FOR LIBERATION DAY

‘Not about disability but ability’
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INTRODUCTION

| can hardly believe that this is the § edition of our Newsletter.

We have done so much these last few months and witis of help from HSBC
Securities staff on all our fundraising efforts fran Donkey Derby, Liberation Day,
Tower on the Nid and much more.

| am so pleased too also celebrate Debbie and Kagyfirst year with the Guernsey
Blind Association.

May we continue with the next six months activitiegand a big thank you to all our
volunteers for continuing to support us.

Without your help we would be in serious trouble.

Thank you again

Sandy
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EVENTS HELD THIS YEAR
Liberation Day May 9th 2008

Red white and blue were the colours of the day!

May 8"
We held a tea party at the centre for our Thurgdgsrnoon Clients. Big Band Music
was played, and sandwiches, fruit cake and tea serxe@d and enjoyed by everyone.

May 9th

On Liberation Day we had a stall on the Crown Rikich was supported by HSBC
Securities Staff; part of the stall was demonsitathe equipment we have at the centre
for the Visually Impaired/Blind. The other half sveun and games — the whole day was a
huge success promoting the Guernsey Blind Assoaiati

Our thanks to the staff of HSBC Securities.




A word from the Advisor

Where has the year gone?

| have been in post for one year and have beemvegptbusy, promoting the work of the
Guernsey Blind Association, organising events dodgathe way making new friends.
Earlier this year we had our Liberation Day celéibres, Tower on the Nid open day,
summer outing and the Donkey Derby.By attendingghmublic events | am surprised by

the follow up of enquiries and thus we are abliedlp and support more Islanders

| am looking forward to another busy year and cgmip with new ideas for our Thursday
afternoons at the centre. My thanks go to everyame has supported me over the year
and | look forward to the next twelve months.

Debbie Clarke
Advisor for the Visually Impaired

A word from the Secretary

| have enjoyed the diversity of my job as secrekane with the Guernsey Blind
Association, it is a busy and varied post and plémbrganise and arrange. \l have loved
attending the various social events and matchiagtices on the phone to the people !

Working with Debbie is lovely and | hope we makgraat team, we are both looking

ahead to the forthcoming year.

Katy Burkhardt
Secretary to the GBA



JUNE 29" - THE TOWER ON THE NIDN 5

Miss Nancy Dorey very kindly offered us the Toweopen for a day and all proceeds
raised went to GBA Funds.

Entrance was by donation, the day was lovely anthveand a steady stream of people
visited the Tower, judging from the comments intigtor’'s book the day was very
successful.

Some quotes taken from the visitor's book:-

Steve and Jamie “Brilliant experience”
Rita and Frank Polly “Wonderful Views and a loveman to help — (lan)”
J Sebire “Taken nearly 37 years but the views ang¢hathe wait”

B Burgess “Lovely views pleased to have been abigetwthe Tower”



JULY 10" — SUMMER OUTING AT THE PENINSULA
HOTEL

Our Summer Outing saw a change in venue from L&adlesto The Peninsula Hotel with a
lovely coach tour of the North East only stoppingffesh raspberries and Guernsey
tomatoes from a hedge veqg stall. The driver gavaf@rmative guide as we drove
around even the locals learnt a thing or two!!

A lovely traditional Guernsey Afternoon Tea wasveerwith a delicious selection of
sandwiches, tea and coffee, scones jam and crdaltheugh many thought the scones
were in fact Rock Buns!)



16" AUGUST — DONKEY DERBY

The Donkey Derby was again held at Saumarez Patky avhich was well attended
despite the weather!

HSBC staffs were kindly once again supporting @ssing up in costumes and having fun
games.

The games were Pin the Tail on the Donkey, HoolDihek, Splat the Rat and a Lucky
Dip.

The simulation spectacles were a great featuretivlpublic, giving them a good insight
into the problems associated with Visual Impairméhtgh Bacon suggested next year we
have a games table set up with the different gangxople can have hands on approach.



FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Monday 6" October — 7.30pm The Square Restaurant
Forsight Group

Foresight Group Members and HSBC Securities Stadfjnvited as our guests for a social
gathering and dinner.

Sunday 12 October — St Andrew’s Apple Day
1lam — 3pm

Saturday 18 December — Christmas Lunch 12.30pm at Les CotilisGan Centre



Jim McCafferty has written an article for our newsletter:

Guernsey and Herm — Two of my favourite Places

This year is the 25anniversary of my first visiting Guernsey. In B98was invited to
camp with one of the local scouts groups here intidgh, who teamed up with scouts
from Selkirk on a then two yearly basis, on a phnamp on Guernsey. Although the
contact between the two groups has disappearébiiestp in touch with the scout group
in Selkirk, whose leaders kindly invite me to joinem each time they camp in the Island.
We camped at the Rue Mainguy site in July.

| was educated at the Royal Blind School in EdighurThis is an establishment for both
day and residential pupils; | was there from wheras 5 to the age of 18. On leaving
school | took up employment at the Scottish Brdtfltess as a Braille Transcribers. This |
did for more than 20 years, although towards tleadrihis period | was involved with the
computer assisted production of Braille, which wee in its infancy. In 1995 | applied
for and was successful at getting a job with th@&ogs for the Blind Association in
Forfar, where | was responsible for ensuring thail correspondence coming into and
going out of the training centre was accessiblaose to whom it was meant.

In 2000 | got the opportunity to return to the SisbtBraille Press on a full time basis,
where | now work as a Braille Proof Reader.

For as long as | can remember | have always beerested in issues specifically relating
to Blind and Partially Sighted people. It seemsira therefore that | should undertake
some sort of voluntary work and over the yearshhs included 16 years as a member of
the Executive Council of the Royal National Indtwf Blind People, a spell as Chairman
of the local society for the Blind here in Edinblirgnd membership of the Braille
Authority of the UK, which organisation | currentlgpresent the Scottish Braille Press.
Other voluntary work has been with the Scout Asstom and presently | look after the
Alternative Formats training library, material fromhich is available to both existing and
potential leaders.



Although | have camped on Guernsey with scouts niamgs | discovered the peace of
Herm in 1987 and since 1991 have holidayed on Gegran Herm. Over the years |
have received a lot of support from the Guerns@ydBAssociation and | would like to
place on record my sincere thanks for this.

| have a Guide Dog a lab retriever cross calleddafm, who is a very good guide and
companion. When | come to Guernsey/Herm | preéeinds a holiday too, so he stays
behind with friends in Edinburgh. Instead | use Wiyra Cane which | feel very
comfortable with.

For me who likes peace and quiet either GuernsegiHethe ideal holiday destination. |
could travel further a field for less, but whenitlaing on either island | feel safe and
comfortable and that to me is much more importaan tvisiting new places.

Guernsey/Herm are two very beautiful islands atigiihk you for allowing me to share
them on an occasional basis.



